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This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A method of monitoring the functionabitity of a brake 
lining flO. 12^ lining, comprising the following steps: 

measuring a value that characterizes the dielectric constant of the linin g mat e rial , 
wherein the linin g material is provided between a first, pressing braking 
member and a second, pressed braking member; 
comparing the measured value with a reference value for the linin g material ; and 
determining the functionability when the measured value is within a specific tolerance 
range A 

wherein,_when __the_fatake_is_j^^ 
memb_etLand_the_second^pxessedj3raki 

2. (Currently Amended): A method as claimed in claim 1, efa ftg aet e rigod ia 
tha ftyhcrein the measured value is determined by a static capacitance measurement. 



3. (Currently Amended): A method as claimed in claim 1 or 2,-eka?aeterigcd by the 

further comprising the step of performing a conduction measurement 

4. (Currently Amended): A method as claimed in one of claims 1 to 2, elaa fastegged 
by the furth e r further comprising: the step of providing at least two eonduetors-(34 r £6) located 
in the linin g material . 

5. -8 (Canceled). 
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9. (Currently Amended): A brake» bi? a k & fia comprising: 
a first, pressing braking member; 

a second, pressed braking member 

a brake lining (10, 12) p rovided between the first and second braking members, the 

brake lining comprising a brake lining material; and 
a brake lining monitoring device which is constructed $o that it can determine the 

fimctionability of the brake lining (1 - 0^ 12) on the basis of a change in the 

dielectric constant of the brake lining material, 
wherein, when the brake is actuated, the lining is_configured to contact the first 
pressing braking member and the gecop^ preyed brafciflg member. 

10. (Currently Amended): A brake broke (21 comprising: 
a brake lining (10, 12) according to one -e^kiffts-S^*^ ^ 

a lining; and 

atJ_eas_t_ty/o_c^ in the lining in a way so that the conductors 

can be used to perform a capacitance measurement: and 
a brake lining monitoring device which is constructed so that it can determine the 
functionability of the brake lining (10, 12) on the basis of a change in the 
dielectric constant of the brake lining- material ^ 
wherein the lining is configured to be provided between a first, pressing braking 
member and a second, pressed braking member, 
W-heretniheJtnin^^ 

wherein the conductors are arranged in a plane that is substantially parallel to the 
braking surface of the lining , 

1 1. (Currently Amended): A brake brok e (2) as claimed in claim 10, charact e riz e d in 
that -wherein the brake lining monitoring device comprises a resistance which, in conjunction 
with the capacitance emitted by the at least two conductors-( 34^6 ) forms an oscillating 
circuit. 

12. - 13. (Canceled). 
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14. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the lining includes a braking surface, 
wherein at least one conductor is arranged in the lining, and wherein the at least one 
conductor is arranged in a plane that is substantially parallel to the braking surface of the 
brake lining. 



15. A brake as claimed in claim 9, wherein the lining includes a braking surface, 
wherein at least one conductor is arranged in the lining, and wherein the at least one 
conductor is aitanged in a plane that is substantially parallel to the braking surface of the 
brake lining. 
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